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Press Release
Project 88 is pleased to announce, Between here and there, Baptist Coelho’s second solo exhibition at the gallery. The title of the 
exhibition comes from Coelho’s installation, Dream Speech, a five-channel audio with voices of four soldiers and an officer who appear 
to be communicating with each other through a dream within the setting of five military sleeping bags. The “here and there” refers to 
varied cultural, historical and psychological occurrences that can exist between two or more points of interaction. These resonate with 
recurring themes in the artist’s practice, such as random thought, conflict and corporeality, and attempts to reveal the human condition 
through observations and conversations.

The works in the exhibition include various objects displaced physically from their original settings and conceptually intertwined with 
new contexts that extend his research. Objects such as: a pair of boots, an aluminum coin, bottles of air and notes from seventy-three 
countries, sleeping bags, gauze bandages, award ribbons and photographs of the human body, become the focus for Baptist Coelho to 
uncover stories - connected to geography, history, community, or an individual persona. The juxtaposition of these objects creates 
residues, which connect the present with the past. They become symbols filtered from vast tracts of research and oral history that were 
garnered from conversations in diverse parts of the world.

In his works, Coelho explores themes of conflict, discord, war and its aftermath. He engages his subject matter collaboratively by 
inviting people to participate which create random scenarios that often form layers of meaning to reveal the life and memory of the 
participants. Various sites of public engagement encompass these exhibited works such as the munitions factories of St. Denis in
France, Battersea Park in England, the Siachen Glacier in the Himalayas, and other locations. Diverse questions surface from these 
works, which seem to emerge from a given space and time, found between here and there.

Coelho received his Masters of Arts from Birmingham Institute of Art & Design - BIAD, UK (2006).  His works have been exhibited at 
JönköpingsLäns Museum, Sweden; CASS Sculpture Foundation, Goodwood; MAC, Lyon and MAXXI, Rome amongst others. He is the 
2015-16 Leverhulme Artist-in-Residence at the Department of War Studies, King's College London. An exhibition arising from the 
residency is scheduled to take place at King's in the autumn of 2016. The artist lives and works in Mumbai.

For further information or press enquiries please contact ZakiaBasrai at contact@project88.in or +91 22 22810066/99.



Artworks Images and Notes

Air(Travel), 2006-2015

The Rose I, 2015

Attempts to contain, 2015

Ribbons I, 2015

Dream Speech, 2015

Stand at ease, 2012

Une pièce de monnaie de Monsieur Risso, 2012-13



Air(Travel) Set #1, 2006

Air(Travel) Set #2, 2007

Air(Travel) Set #3, 2008

Air(Travel) Set #4, 2009

Air(Travel) Set #5, 2010

Air(Travel) Set #6, 2011

Air(Travel) Set #7, 2012

Air(Travel) Set #8, 2013

Air(Travel) Set #9, 2014

Air(Travel) Set #10, 2015

448 containers and lids* made from 
glass, plastic, paper & metal; containing 
leaves, various objects and air, along 
with notes on paper and photographs

Display dimensions: variable

Air(Travel) is a collection of 448 containers and lids* made 
from glass, plastic, paper and metal with corresponding paper 
notes and photographs, which have been collected from 
around 96 countries*, including the Arctic Circle and the 
Antarctic. This project began with the idea of collecting air from 
diverse individuals who sealed leaves and various objects into 
bottles; noted their random thoughts and listed details on paper 
including: name, date, time, location and temperature.

Air(Travel) draws together an ethereal connection between 
the air of a specific location and the private thoughts of people 
who have experienced a particular moment. As the collection 
developed, social and cultural connections, depicting 
similarities and differences began to surface.

This ten-year project, (2006-2015) consists of time capsules 
that have been compiled into ten sets (one set per year).
- Davide Allison

*updated on 11th August 2015
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The Rose I, 2015

White gauze bandages, MDF plywood and 
synthetic resin adhesive

Rose Dimensions: L 60 X B 50 X D 6 inches

Display dimensions: L 100 X B 50 X D 6 inches

The symbol of the rose has been immortalized in literature and history  from 
ancient mythology to modern times. This work was initially inspired by 
Untitled (Blue Roses), a 2008 painting by the American artist Cy Twombly
(1928-2011). That work is one of eleven large-scale paintings of roses that 
belong to a two-part series. The painting includes multi-layered swirls and 
drips of vibrant blue and purple colours, and a two-columned excerpt 
inscribed and layered like a palimpsest from ‘Borrowed Time,’ a poem  by 
the Austrian writer Ingeborg Bachmann.

In the Storm of Roses                        The night is lit up by thorns                     
Wherever we turn in the Storm          and thunder                                                           
of Roses                                               rumbling at our heels

Coelho's work focuses on the word Siachen, a Balti term (this is Tibetan 
language spoken in the Baltistan Division in Gilgit-Baltistan, a part of 
Pakistan which adjoins parts of Ladakh). Sia refers to the genera of roses 
which widely grow in the region and chen refers to any object found in 
abundance: Siachen is thus a land of many roses. However, this terrain is 
mainly known for the endless conflict between India and Pakistan, where 
many lives have been sacrificed for national pride. The Rose I, is 
constructed of white gauze bandages of various sizes; grouped next to 
each other to form one of the four roses from Twombly’s painting. 

The fragile white gauze bandages, collectively placed, echo the shape of 
the brushstrokes, drips and finger prints of the colossal flower by Twombly. 
The bandages transform the meaning of this work to one of healing and 
protection under the soldiers' collective solidarity.
- Davide Allison
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Attempts to contain, explores how the body responds to the physical and 
psychological need to protect by forming a mesh of interlocking body parts. The 
work takes its starting point from the artist’s audio/video, “Beneath it all… I am 
human…”, 2009, where a Siachen soldier’s clothing is mysteriously removed 
layer by layer to finally reveal the skin. The soldier’s body can be safeguarded 
by sophisticated clothing manufactured to endure extreme temperatures and to 
withstand illnesses such as, Hypothermia, High Altitude Pulmonary Oedema, to 
name a few. However, beneath these fabrics there exists the vulnerable inner-
layer of the human body. The artist broadens his investigation by asking; ‘How 
does one shield the body from a mental state, when these protective layers of 
clothing are removed?’

Attempts to contain, is a series of photographs of varied dimensions layered 
in tandem. Here, the artist illustrates the trajectory of various attempts at 
weaving and intertwining the human body in order to provide its own layer of 
protection. The work draws similarities to the act of weaving, which involves 
interlinking the warp: a set of vertical threads with the weft: a set of horizontal 
threads to form fabric. Creating textiles is a fundamental human interaction and 
one of the oldest surviving crafts.

This work begins to explore the corporeality of the Siachen soldier’s  body when 
confronted with the intricate relations of the psyche; where fingers, toes, hands, 
legs and other parts desperately attempt to weave and interlock; forming its own 
composition of twisted and tense shapes. This interaction between the warp 
and weft of mind and body implies a deeper psychological understanding; 
where the soldier seeks his own personal resolve; often unconsciously weaving 
a mesh that would psychologically hold, protect and contain.
- Davide Allison

Attempts to contain, 2015

8 digital prints on archival paper

Print dimensions in centimeters: 2 Nos. (Width 76 
X Height 50.5), 2 Nos. (Width 40.5 X Height 50.8),  
1 No. (Width 38 X Height 30.5), 2 Nos. (Width 45.5 
X Height 30.5), 1 No. (Width 30.5 X Height 38)

Archival Paper: PhotoRag, 308 gsm, acid-free

Display dimensions: variable
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Ribbons I, 2015

6 bars made of various Siachen soldier’s clothing, 
sponge and wood

Single bar dimensions: L 72 X B 9.5 X D 1 inches

Approximate display dimensions:                          
L 70 X B 68 X D 22 inches

Ribbons I, consists of 6 vertical forms in which different colors, 
textures, and patterns create intricate geometric compositions. 
Made from pants, jackets, socks, blankets and other articles used 
by soldiers posted on the glacier, they were inspired by the service 
ribbons worn by a Siachen officer. Each bar consists of 4 different 
awards which have a unique design that represents bravery and an 
achievement of service that would have been presented to a 
soldier during his service in the Indian Army.

The clothing, which was worn to protect the soldiers from the 
inhospitable temperatures (which drop to as low as -60 oCelsius), 
has been transformed into an award of valour. Ribbons and other 
such awards are part of a political and social system that support 
the act of heroism. These decorative, multi-coloured, ribbons raise 
several questions about the meaning of such an award within the 
context of the army and whether this external display of bravery 
can actually reflect a soldier’s honour and his personal struggle 
between aggression and protection.
- Davide Allison
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Dream Speech, consists of five sleeping bags that have been placed adjacent to each other and were 
used by soldiers on the Siachen Glacier. This installation includes a five-channel audio with voices of 
four soldiers and an officer who appear to be communicating with each other through a dream. The 
Siachen Glacier lies at an altitude of 5,753 meters above sea level. The lack of oxygen disrupts the 
sleeping patterns of the soldiers; often making their dreams even more vivid. The artist reflects on the 
dream state of these soldiers and how they might communicate with each other through a subconscious 
medium.

Dreams are an outlet to express our subconscious thoughts. Our dreams are endless even though we 
may not remember them; in fact during a lifetime we spend an average of six years dreaming. Sigmund 
Freud (1856-1939), an Austrian neurologist, theorized that the content of dreams is shaped by an 
unconscious wish fulfillment. The title of the artwork is taken from the writing of Emil Kraepelin (1856-
1926); a German psychiatrist who developed the important concept of "dream speech", (originally written 
in German as Traumsprache), which describes the internal speech that occurs during a dream.

Dream Speech, facilitates a personal conversation between four soldiers and an officer while they are 
sleeping. After a typical day of rigid military protocol, the soldiers find solace in their dreams, often 
expressing their feelings of anxiety, vulnerability and repression; sometimes with a sense of humour, 
from the confinement of their sleeping bags. The durable fabric of the sleeping bag is crucial to a soldier 
for his comfort and protection. This envelope of security that surrounds him while he sleeps represents 
the intimate inner world of the soldier and the safeguard of his ominous dreams.

A dedicated head phone is attached to each sleeping bag, where the viewer is only able to listen to one 
soldier's voice at a time. The participant could attempt to piece together the fragments of the narrative by 
individually listening to the audio tracks of all five headphones. The silent pauses between words and 
sentences allow the participants to include their own subliminal thoughts about the soldiers’ dreams. The 
intimate narrative developed by the artist uses references from various literary sources about war; as 
well as personal recorded conversations that he has conducted with various army personnel since 2007.
- Davide Allison

Dream Speech, 2015

Installation with five Siachen sleeping bags, 
five headphones and audio

Approximate installation dimensions:       
L 94 X B 65 inches

5 channel audio running time: 29 minutes
58 seconds loop

Audio running time: 21 minutes 8 seconds loop

Audio extract: https://vimeo.com/134809563

Complete audio: https://vimeo.com/134809188
(Please request password)

>> If the weblink does not open by clicking
on it, then please copy and paste it into your 
browser
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Stand at ease, 2012

Installation with 1 photograph on archival 
paper and pair of leather boots

Print dimensions: L 24.1 X B 15.4 centimeters

Archival Paper: Hahemühle Photo Rag,                 
188 gsm, acid-free

Printer: Epson Stylus Pro 11880

Approximate installation dimensions:
L 50 X  H 95 X D 35 centimeters

Stand at ease, is an installation which consists of leather boots 
placed below a black and white photograph depicting the artist’s 
hands, placed one over the other. The photograph and shoes 
are positioned in such a manner as to represent a soldier in a 
relaxed posture; as opposed to standing at/in attention. 

Part of the artwork is installed facing the wall and eliminates the 
presence of a full body. This allows the viewer to dwell on the 
anonymity and isolation of the soldier; while the blank wall 
signifies a void or barrier. The army combat boots which are part 
of the installation was once used by a British soldier. The act of 
wearing this British gear became a symbolic gesture and 
references the complex role and contributions that Indian allied 
soldiers played alongside the British during the World Wars.

The notion of being at ‘ease’ is in contrast to the rigid discipline 
that often defines a soldier’s existence. The artwork reflects on 
the military expression “standing at ease” and questions the 
ease that a soldier feels within the strict regime of the army.

The installation was developed from the work, Eight Pauses, 
2011-12, a set of eight photographs which show the artist 
dressed as a soldier standing at ease in Battersea Park, London. 
Stand at ease, was developed during Baptist Coelho’s Artist-in-
Residence, 2011-12 at the Delfina Foundation, London, which 
was in partnership with the Creative India Foundation, Mumbai, 
and in collaboration with Pump House Gallery, London.
- Davide Allison
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Une pièce de monnaie de Monsieur Risso, 2012-13

Audio/video running time: 15 minutes 50 seconds loop

Audio/video extract: https://vimeo.com/84537717

Complete audio/video in french: https://vimeo.com/79959595
(Please request password)

Complete audio/video with english subtitles: 
https://vimeo.com/134806993 (Please request password)

>> If the weblink does not open by clicking on it, then please 
copy and paste it into your browser

The video, Une pièce de monnaie de Monsieur Risso, takes its starting point from an 
interview by the artist with Mr. Pierre Risso at his apartment in St. Denis; a northern suburb of 
Paris. Mr. Risso, who was born in 1928, recounted his heroic life as part of the Northern 
Liberation Movement in France during World War II. This meeting with Mr. Risso was initiated 
as part of the artist’s research involving the history of munitions factories in St. Denis.

During the conversation, Mr. Risso gave the artist a two franc aluminum coin, which was 
minted in 1947. Mr. Risso recalled that aluminum coins were substituted for the original 
copper ones when they were melted down to make munitions for the War. The coin’s origin 
was later questioned when the artist consulted a local historian and another story was 
revealed. This inspired the artist to explore the difference between perceptual experiences 
that happen in the present and the interplay of remembering and imagination that takes place 
after time has lapsed.

The video became a mechanism for the artist to explore how history is interpreted and 
shared; while at the same time questioning the validity of stories that emerge from personal 
interactions and informed attestations by the state. The video begins with a dialogue between 
Coelho and Mr. Risso, which develops into an animated story. As the narrative unfolds, the 
coin embarks on a journey to discover its identity; coming in contact with people from various 
places such as a Flea Market, Church, Public Garden, History Museum and Public Library; 
located within the département of Seine-Saint-Denis. The story does not arrive at a final 
conclusion; but rather more questions emerge when the coin finds itself in a Public Library 
and is confronted with various interpretations of its origin. 

While developing this video, the artist reflected on his own journey of discovery about the
correlation between myth and reality. By creating this coin’s personal story, the artist 
explores the complexity of history and whether myth is at the heart of our understanding, 
which in turn can influence our sense of present reality. 

Une pièce de monnaie de Monsieur Risso, was developed while Coelho was Artist-in-
Residence at the Centre International d’Accueil et d’Echanges des Récollets in Paris, France, 
2012. The video was produced by Buchet Ponsoye Foundation, Paris; Espace Synesthésie, 
St Denis and TRIAD, London.
- Davide Allison
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PDF link: http://baptistcoelho.com/download_files/56_BCoelho_HindustanTimes_2015.pdf

'Mission Siachen' by Soma Das, Hindustan Times (India, 15 Aug 2015)

>> If the weblink does not open by clicking on it, then please copy and paste it into your browser



PDF link: http://baptistcoelho.com/download_files/54_BCoelho_LiveMint_2015.pdf

'Air Bender' by Karanjeet Kaur, Mint (India, 22 Aug 2015)

>> If the weblink does not open by clicking on it, then please copy and paste it into your browser

Audio/video link: https://vimeo.com/137142090

'Air (Travel) with artist Baptist Coelho', Mint (India, 20 Aug 2015)



'The 5 exhibitions you can’t afford to miss this art season,’
by Rosalyn Dmello, Vogue (India, 26 Aug 2015)

PDF link: http://baptistcoelho.com/download_files/64_BCoelho_Vogue_2015.pdf

'State of Art: Moments in Time' by Shannon Tellis,
Redbull Culture (India, 16 Sep 2015)

PDF link: http://baptistcoelho.com/download_files/58_BCoelho_RedbullCulture_2015.pdf

>> If the weblink does not open by clicking on it, then please copy and paste it into your browser



'Between here and there', Mid Day (India, 16 Aug 2015)

PDF link: http://baptistcoelho.com/download_files/55_BCoelho_MidDay_2015.pdf

'Art Explosion' by Ashiesh Shah, Platinum (India, Sep 2015)

PDF link: http://baptistcoelho.com/download_files/65_BCoelho_Platinum_2015.pdf

>> If the weblink does not open by clicking on it, then please copy and paste it into your browser
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Artworks left to right: Dream Speech, Stand at ease, Ribbons I, Attempts to contain Exhibition view



Exhibition viewArtworks left to right: Attempts to contain, Dream Speech



Exhibition viewArtworks left to right: Air(Travel), Dream Speech, The Rose I
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Artworks left to right: Stand at ease, Ribbons I Exhibition view



Exhibition viewArtworks left to right: Air(Travel), Dream Speech, Stand at ease



Artworks left to right: Une pièce de monnaie de Monsieur Risso, Ribbons I, Dream Speech, Attempts to contain Exhibition view



Exhibition viewArtworks left to right: Une pièce de monnaie de Monsieur Risso, Ribbons I
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About

Baptist Coelho

Project 88



Baptist Coelho received his Masters of Arts from Birmingham Institute of Art & 
Design - BIAD, UK (2006). He was awarded the ‘Sovereign Asian Art Prize' (2016) by 
The Sovereign Art Foundation, Hong Kong; ‘Façade Video Award’ (2011) by Art 
Today Association, Plovdiv-Bulgaria; ‘Promising Artist Award’ (2007) by Art India & 
India Habitat Centre, Delhi-India and ‘Johnson Prize Fund’ (2006) by BIAD, UK. Solo 
Exhibitions include, Somerset House, London-UK (2016); Goethe-Zentrum, 
Hyderabad-India (2015); Project 88, Mumbai-India (2015); Ladakh Arts and Media 
Organization in Leh-India (2015); Pump House Gallery, London-UK (2012); Grand 
Palais, Bern-Switzerland (2009); Project 88, Mumbai-India (2009); Visual Arts Gallery, 
Delhi-India (2009) and BIAD, UK (2006). He has exhibited internationally in museums, 
galleries and film screenings. Coelho has participated in various artist residencies; as 
well as conducted workshops, artist talks and panel discussions in Asia, UAE, South 
Africa, UK and Europe. The artist lives and works in Mumbai, India. 
www.baptistcoelho.com

Project 88 inhabits 4000 square feet of what was formerly a century old metal 
printing press in Colaba, Mumbai, with a roster of some of the most thoughtful and 
exciting artists working in the Indian subcontinent today. From its inception in 2006 
and under the adventurous directorship of Sree Goswami, Project 88 has developed 
a context for the exhibition of experimental and ambitious work in all media by artists 
whose practice have strong conceptual foundations. For more information: 
http://www.project88.in/index.php

>> If the weblink does not open by clicking on it, then please copy and paste it into your browser


